
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Yingluck Shinawatra 
Prime Minister 
Government House 
1 Pitsanuloke Road,  
Dusit, Bangkok 10300 
Thailand 
 
DC/MU/ic 
 
15 August 2011 
 
Dear Prime Minister 
 
RE: Dismissal of SRUT leaders 
  
I am writing to you on behalf of the 4.5 million transport workers around the world that the International 
Transport Workers Federation (ITF) represents. We wish to raise our serious concern over the recent action 
taken by the State Railways of Thailand (SRT) against the union leaders of the ITF-affiliated State Railway 
Workers’ Union of Thailand (SRUT). We understand that a letter of dismissal was sent to the following 
individuals on 10 August 2011 by post: Pinyo Rueanpetch, Banjong Boonnate, Sawit Kaewvarn, Thara 
Sawaengtham, Liam Moke-ngam, Supichet Suwanchatree and Arun Deerakchat. I attach a copy of the 
correspondences from the SRT to these 7 leaders. 
  
These individuals have received a verdict from the Central Labour Court where, on 28 July 2011, the judge 
supported the SRT’s claim to dismiss them and to sue them through a damage suit. We understand 
that written notification of this verdict was issued on 10 August to which the union is in the process of 
appealing to the Supreme Labour Court. As such, we believe the action taken by the SRT to dismiss the 
workers is invalid and unfair as no final decision is taken by the Labour Court. 
  
The ITF and its affiliates, together with the wider international trade union movement, supported the 
industrial actions taken by the SRUT in October 2009 where the union refused to let their members drive 
unsafe trains after three major accidents in Thailand earlier the same month. The union duly followed 
Section 58 of the State-Enterprise Labour Relations Act, B.E.2543 (2000) and explained to their members 
the relevant clause of their Collective Bargaining Agreement concerning procedures for safety in the Thai 
state railways. 
  
We are, therefore, in disagreement with the SRT who took punitive actions against these leaders. 
Furthermore, we are deeply disturbed with the SRT's claim that the "deadman's device" is only a 
supplement in safeguarding the operation of the railways. We are confident railway operators around the 
world will join trade unions in disagreeing with such a view. In countries such as Norway, a driver would be 
sacked if they left the depot with a faulty deadman’s device. 
  
Furthermore, our record shows that whilst some efforts have been made, the government of Thailand has 
so far failed to ratify ILO Conventions such as Convention 87 and 98 where freedom of association and the 
right to strike are enshrined. Should an employer take advantage of such political shortcoming, which we 
hope will soon be rectified, it would be the responsibility of your government to protect workers from any 
abuse that they may face against the universally accepted rights that they are entitled to. 
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The ITF, together with the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) has already alerted the ILO 
regarding the decision of the Central Labour Court and will be updating the ILO's Director General on this 
latest development. Submission of an ILO Complaint to its Freedom of Association Committee is certainly 
one option at this stage as the management seems to opt for further confrontation with the union. 
International union protest in solidarity with the SRUT is growing and this unfair notice of dismissal by the 
SRT will not calm the matter down. 
  
I urge you to make an immediate intervention from your office and safeguard the employment of these 7 
union leaders during the period in which their case continues to be disputed in the Labour Court. I also urge 
you to assist the union and the management in establishing a dialogue to resolve this matter peacefully as 
we strongly believe a sound industrial relationship is the way forward to develop safety on the railways. 
  
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
David Cockroft 
General Secretary 
ITF 
 
 
CC:  SRUT 
 SRT 
 
Encl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


